
CURRICULUM LONG TERM OVERVIEW 2019-20 – YEAR  2 (For maths see separate overview) UPDATED JAN 2020 

Year  ENGLISH UNITS ENGLISH UNITS ENGLISH UNITS ENGLISH UNITS ENGLISH UNITS ENGLISH UNITS 

2 

Autumn 1 
 7 weeks + 3 days 

Autumn 2 
 7 weeks 

Spring 1 
 5 weeks + 4 days 

Spring 2 

6 weeks  

Summer 1 
 4 weeks + 4 days 

Summer 2 

7 weeks  

ENGLISH 
UNITS  
NB.  
1.The order 
that units 
should be 
taught is 
flexible  

Core Text –  Lost and 
Found by Oliver Jeffers 
 
Narrative – story with 
unfamiliar setting and 
PHSE focus 
 
Non-fiction – Recount e.g. 
Our Penguin Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Text – Lost in the 
Toy Museum by David 
Lucas 
 
Narrative – unfamiliar 
setting 
 
Non-Fiction Non-
chronological report on 
own toy. 

 
Poetry:  One-week unit on 
reading and reciting 
poem/s linked to topic or 
festivals/special 
events/Autumn/ 
Christmas 

Core Text – Biscuit Bear 
by Mini Grey 
 
Narrative – story based in 
different setting  
 
Non-fiction – instructions 
e.g. how to make biscuit 
bear 
 
Poetry:  One-week unit on 
reading and reciting 
poem/s linked to topic or 
to Spring/Festivals 
 

Core Text – The Bog Baby 
by Jeanne Willis 
 
 
Narrative – familiar 
setting with imaginative 
element 
 
Non-fiction – non-
chronological report 
about own bog baby. 
 
Poetry:  One-week unit on 
reading and reciting 
poem/s linked to topic or 
to Summer/Festivals 
 

Core Text – Nibbles the 
Book Monster by Emma 
Yarlett 
 
Narrative – traditional 
tales with twist 
 
Non-fiction – Recount – 
Nibbles escapes around 
the school 
  

Core Text – The 
disgusting sandwich by 
Gareth Edwards  
 
Narrative – familiar 
setting  
 
Non-fiction – instructions 
to make own disgusting 
sandwiches 
 
 
 

Core Value 
Links 

Friendship – establishing a 
friendly classroom 
environment. 

  Respect & Community – 
looking after our 
environment & the 
creatures who live in it. 

  

RE  Who is Jewish and what 
do they believe? 
Know and understand 
Judaism. 
Recall and name different 
beliefs and practices in 
Judaism, including 
festivals, worship, rituals 
and ways of life in order 
to find out the meanings 
behind them. 
Retell and suggest 
meanings to some Jewish 
stories.  
Recognise some different 
symbols and actions 
which express a Jewish 
way of life. 
 

Christmas Nativity at 
Church 

 What can we learn from 
sacred books? 
Know about and 
understand a range of 
religions and worldviews. 
 Retell and suggest 
meanings to some 
different stories from 
different sacred texts.  
 

 How & why do we 
celebrate special and 
sacred times?(Easter/ 
Pentecost/Eid) 
Express ideas and insights 
about the nature, 
significance and impact of 
Christianity and Islam. 
 

 How should we care for 
others and the world, and 
why does it matter? 
Engage with religious 
world views. 
Find out about questions 
of right and wrong and 
begin to express their 
ideas and opinions in 
response. 
 



Core Value 
Links 

All our Core Values – 
emphasising that all our 
core values run across 
different faiths & that 
different religions have 
similar ethos’s. Emphasise 
tolerance & 
understanding of others 
through core values of 
Respect, Friendship, 
Peace & Community. 

Focus on Core Values of 
Peace, Joy, Hope & 
Community. 

All our Core Values – 
emphasising that all our 
core values run across 
different faiths & that 
different religions have 
similar ethos’s. Emphasise 
tolerance & 
understanding of others 
through core values of 
Respect, Friendship, 
Peace & Community. 

All our Core Values – 
emphasising that all our 
core values run across 
different faiths & that 
different religions have 
similar ethos’s. Emphasise 
tolerance & 
understanding of others 
through core values of 
Respect, Friendship, 
Peace & Community. 

 Respect & Community – 
looking after our 
environment & the 
creatures who live in it. 

Science Animals, including 
Humans 
 
•Healthy living 
•Basic needs 
•Animal reproduction 
 
 
•Know why exercise, a 
balanced diet and good 
hygiene are important for 
humans 
•Know the basic stages in 
a life cycle for animals, 
(including humans) 
 
 
Key vocabulary 
Healthy, diet, exercise, 
off-spring, proteins, 
carbohydrates, fats, 
nutrition, survival and 
hygiene. 
 

Songs sang in class 

assembly: 

2Neville-Healthy Living.  

 

 Everyday Materials 
 
•Identify different 
materials 
•Name everyday 
materials 
•Properties of materials 
•Compare the use of 
different materials 
•Compare movement on 
different surfaces 
 
•Know how materials can 
be changed by  
squashing, bending,  
twisting and stretching 
•Know why a material 
might or might not be  
used for a specific job 
(DESIGN A MINI SHELTER  
-USE OF OFREST SCHOOL 
AREA) 
 
Key vocabulary 
metal, plastic, wood, 
squashing, bending, 
twisting, stretching, John 
McAdam, John Dunlop 
and Charles Mackintosh. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All living things and their 
habitats 
 
•Alive or dead 
•Habitats 
•Adaptations 
•Food chains 
 
•Classify things by living, 
dead or never lived 
•Know how a specific 
habitat provides for the 
basic needs of things living 
there (plants and animals) 
•Match living things to 
their habitat 
•Name some different 
sources of food for 
animals 
•Know about and explain 
a simple food chain 
 
Key vocabulary 
Dinosaur, indigenous, 
rivers, woodland, ponds, 
sea, rainforest, desert, 
species and microhabitats. 

Plants 
 
•Plant and seed growth 
•Plant reproduction 
•Keeping plants healthy 
 
•Know and explain how 
seeds and bulbs grow into 
plants 
•Know what plants need 
in order to grow and stay 
healthy (water, light & 
suitable temperature) 
FOREST SCHOOL LINK – 
TREES. 
 
Key vocabulary 
roots, crown, deciduous, 
evergreen, blossom, bulb, 
trunk, stem, woodland, 
habitat and oxygen. 



Core Value 
Links 

Justice, Thankfulness & 
Generosity – Link to 
Harvest All We Can 
Theme, origins & 
availability of food, 
foodbanks.& Fairtrade.  

 Wisdom – how the work 
of John Dunlop, John 
McAdam & Charles 
Mackintosh have 
benefited and progressed 
society. 

 Respect & Community – 
looking after our 
environment & the 
creatures who live in it. 

Respect & Community – 
looking after our 
environment & the 
creatures who live in it. 

Science – 
Scientific 
Enquiry 

 Ask questions such as: 
-Why do some trees lose their leaves in Autumn and others do not? 
-How long are roots of tall trees? 
-Why do some animals have underground habitats? 

 Use equipment such as thermometers and rain gauges to help observe changes to local environment as the year progresses 

 Use microscopes to find out more about small creatures and plants 

 Know how to set up a fair test and do so when finding out about how seeds grow best 

 Classify or group things according to a given criteria, e.g. deciduous and coniferous trees 

 Draw conclusions from fair tests and explain what has been found out 

 Use measures (within Year 2 mathematical limits) to help find out more about the investigations they are engaged with 

History    History 
Know about an event or 
events that happened 
long ago, even before 
their grandparents were 
born.  
The Great Fire of London 
Know what we use today 
instead of a number of 
older given artefacts. 
Key Vocabulary 
Stuarts, Pudding Lane, 
plague, flea, Samuel 
Pepys, bakery, Thames, 
Thomas Farynor, drought. 

 History  
Know about a famous 
person from outside the 
UK and explain why they 
are famous. 
Mary Seacole & Florence 
Nightingale 
Key Vocabulary 
Kingston, Jamaica, 
Crimean War, nurse, 
soldiers, slavery, Queen 
Victoria, medals, heroine. 
 
 
 

Core Value 
Links 

   Service & Courage 
Firefighters show. Look at 
how the Great Fire of 
London influenced the 
establishment of a Fire 
Service  / Brigade. 

 Fruitful Lives x6 new 
values (Peace, Joy, 
Community, Hope, Dignity 
& Wisdom). Courage & 
Service they showed 
helping others, 



Geography  Comparative Study – 
Kenya  / country All We 
Can charity is supporting. 
Know the main 
differences between a 
place in England and that 
of a small place in a non 
European country. 
Explain some of the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of living in 
a city or village. 
*Use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its 
countries. Name and 
locate the four capital 
cities of England, Wales, 
Scotland and Ireland. 
 
*Know the names of and 
locate the seven 
continents of the world.  
Know the names of and 
locate the 5 oceans of the 
world. 

 Local Area Study – Knott 
Hill Reservoir. (History 
cross-curricular link local 
area then & now). Know 
and use locational and 
directional language [for 
example, near and far; left 
and right], to describe the 
location of features and 
routes on a map.  
Eg Treasure map 
Identify the following 
physical features:  
Key Vocabulary 
mountain, lake, island, 
cliff, valley, river, forest, 
beach. 
Near, far, left, right, 
 

  

Core Value 
Links 

 Respect of different 
nationalities & traditions. 
Service & Generosity to 
others (Charity 
fundraising). 

 Respect of our 
environment. 

  



Art  
 
 
 

Using art techniques -
Pencil / Charcoal & 
Pastels. Van Gogh 
Sunflowers painting. 
The children will learn and 
practice a range of 
techniques and create a 
piece of art combining 
them all at the end of the 
unit. 
 
suggest how artists have 
used colour, pattern and 
shape 
 
*know how to create a 
piece of art in response to 
the work of another artist  
 
*know how to use a 
viewfinder to focus on a 
specific part of an artefact 
before drawing it 
 
*choose and use three 
different grades of pencil 
when drawing 
 
*know how to use 
charcoal, pencil and pastel 
to create art 
 
 
Key vocabulary 
Observational drawing 
Shading 
Pencil gradient  
Collage 
Pastels 
Rolling 
Rubbing 
Stamping  
Colour tone 

African Landscape 
Inspired Artwork 
 

*know how to mix paint to 
create all the secondary 
colours 
 
*know how to create 
brown with paint 
 
*know how to create tints 
with paint by adding white 
and know how to create 
tones with paint by adding 
black 

 
*know how to create a 
printed piece of art by 
pressing, rolling, rubbing 
and stamping 

 
Key vocabulary 
Collage 
Rolling 
Rubbing 
Stamping  
Colour tone 
 

 Computer art 
Using computer 
programmes to create a 
piece of digital art. 
 

*know how to use 
different effects within an 
IT  
 
 

Key vocabulary 
Digital 
 

Clay Pot to plant cress 
seeds in  
(Science Link) 
  
 
*know how to make a clay 
pot and know how to join 
two clay finger pots 
together 
 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Mould 
Shape  
Sculpt 
Artefact 
Clay  



Core Value 
Links 

 Joy & Community – art 
appreocaition. Create 
class art gallery for the joy 
of others (school 
community). 

Joy & Community – art 
appreocaition. Create 
class art gallery for the joy 
of others (school 
community). 

   



Computing Computing 
Digital Literacy & 
Information Technology 
E-safety & Computer 
processing skills. 
 
*know where to go for 
help if concerned.  
 
*know how technology is 
used in school and outside 
of school 
 
*understand that 
programs require precise 
instructions 
 
*organise, retrieve and 
manipulate digital content 
 
Key vocabulary 
Digital literacy, avatar, 
computer, cyberbullying, 
online safety, privacy, 
social media, Information 
technology, 
communication 
technology, data, input, 
internet, network, 
selection, World Wide 
Web, mouse, keyboard, 
icon 
 

Computing 
Information Technology 
Art 
 
*understand that 
programs require precise 
instructions 
 
*organise, retrieve and 
manipulate digital content 
 
Key vocabulary 
Information technology, 
communication 
technology, data, input, 
internet, network, 
selection, World Wide 
Web, mouse, keyboard, 
icon 
 

 Computing 
Information Technology 
(Link to History topic – GF 
of L). 
Book creator / Photo story 
– Use photographs from 
school activity to create 
their own book. 
 
*understand that 
programs require precise 
instructions 
 
*organise, retrieve and 
manipulate digital content 
 
Key vocabulary 
Information technology, 
communication 
technology, data, input, 
internet, network, 
selection, World Wide 
Web, mouse, keyboard, 
icon 
 
Computing 
Computer Science (Link to 
Geography Topic – Knott 
Hill Reservoir) 
Coding/algorithms- 
Taught through Beebots, 
IPad Apps and unplugged 
activities. 
 
*understand that 
algorithms are used on 
digital devices 
 
*write a simple program 
and test it 
 
*predict what the 
outcome of a simple 
program will be (logical 
reasoning). 

 Computing  
Information Technology 
(Link to Maths) 
Collect and enter 
information to make a 
graph or pictogram (link to 
SRE unit of work – 
similarities and 
differences). 
 
(Link to Science Topic – 
Plants) 
Be aware that digital 
devices e.g. microscope 
can be used to show 
external changes (linked 
to Science – How do they 
grow?) 
 
*know how technology is 
used in school and outside 
of school 
 
*organise, retrieve and 
manipulate digital content 
 
Key vocabulary 
Information technology, 
communication 
technology, data, input, 
internet, network, 
selection, World Wide 
Web, mouse, keyboard, 
icon 



 
Key vocabulary 
Computer science, 
algorithm, coding, 
computational logic, 
debug, sequence 
 
 
 

Core Value 
Links 

Trust & Friendship – e-
safety - knowing who we 
can trust & real friends. 

  Community – Book 
Creator – tourist guide to 
be given for visitors. 

 Respect, Friendship & 
Community – celebrating 
diversity. 



D&T   Templates & Joining - 
Design & make a pencil 
case. 
 

Designing 

• Design a functional and 
appealing product for 
use by themselves in the 
classroom based on 
simple design criteria. 

• Generate, develop, 
model and communicate 
their ideas as 
appropriate through 
talking, drawing, 
templates, mock-ups and 
information and 
communication 
technology. 

 

Making 

• Select from and use a 
range of tools and 
equipment to perform 
practical tasks such as 
marking out, cutting, 
joining and finishing. 

• Select from and use 
textiles according to their 
characteristics. 

 

Evaluating 

• Explore and evaluate a 
range of existing textile 
pencil cases. 

• Evaluate their ideas 
throughout and their final 
products against original 
design criteria. 

 

Technical knowledge 
and understanding 

• Understand how simple 
3-D textile products are 
made, using a template 
to create two identical 
shapes. 

• Understand how to join 
fabrics using different 

Sliders & Levers – Design 
& make a pop-up Easter 
card. 
 

Designing 

• Generate ideas based on 
simple design criteria 
and their own 
experiences, explaining 
what they could make. 

• Develop, model and 
communicate their ideas 
through drawings and 
mock-ups with card and 
paper. 

 

Making 

• Plan by suggesting what 
to do next. 

• Select and use tools, 
explaining their choices, 
to cut, shape and join 
paper and card. 

• Use simple finishing 
techniques suitable for 
the product they are 
creating. 

 

Evaluating 

• Explore a range of 
existing books and 
everyday products that 
use simple sliders and 
levers. 

• Evaluate their product by 
discussing how well it 
works in relation to the 
purpose and the user 
and whether it meets 
design criteria. 

 

Technical knowledge 
and understanding 

• Explore and use sliders 
and levers. 

• Understand that different 
mechanisms produce 
different types of 
movement. 

  



techniques e.g. running 
stitch, glue, over stitch, 
stapling. 

• Explore different finishing 
techniques e.g. using 
painting, fabric crayons, 
stitching, sequins, 
buttons and ribbons. 

• Know and use technical 
vocabulary relevant to 
the project. 

 

• Know and use technical 
vocabulary relevant to 
the project. 

 

Core Value 
Links 

   Link to RE (Easter) & Core 
Values - Forgiveness 

  



Music  Identify and beat the pulse to a piece of music 

 Identify the difference between pulse and 

rhythm 

 Play pulse and rhythms on an instrument 

 Know the difference between high and low 

sounds 

 Identify high and low sounds when listening to 

a piece of music 

 Be able to recognise accelerando, rallentando, 

allegro and lento when listening 

 Recognise forte, piano, crescendo and 

diminuendo when listening and performing 

 Sing expressively and creatively by singing 

songs, speaking chants or rhymes 
Songs sang in class assembly: 
2Neville-Healthy Living.  
2Smith – Great fire of London (Spring) 
 
Children to listen and sing along to music linking to 
directional language-  Different styles of songs.  
Vocabulary- North, East, South, West. 
 
Songs practised and sang in year 2 Nativity 

 

 Sing songs with small intervals with accuracy 

 Listen to a variety of music from a range of 

cultures, traditions, historical periods and offer 

an opinion after listening 

 Listen with concentration and understanding to 

live and recorded music 

 Improve their own work 

 Recognise how the inter related dimensions of 

music can be used to create different moods 

and effects 

 Use a simple graphic score for performing 

 Rehearse and perform with others 

  

 Listen to a variety of music from a range of 

cultures, traditions, historical periods and offer 

an opinion after listening 

 Listen with concentration and understanding to 

live and recorded music 
Linked to art topic artistic techniques 
Children to listen and respond to ‘carnival of the 
animals’ with no visual stimulus. Children to 
doodle/draw inspired by the piece of music at 
different points in the piece. The children to be 
asked what comes into their minds. The children 
will draw what they imagine (e.g. colours and 
patterns). Questions to include: what instruments 
(including voice) can you hear? We will share 
opinions about the piece of music and include 
reasons for their thoughts. 

 

 Listen with attention to detail and develop their 

aural memory 

 Play tuned and untuned instruments with a 

sense of purpose and increasing accuracy 

 Create, adapt and extend simple rhythmic and 

melodic patterns and words as appropriate (to 

a given/chosen stimuli or in the context of play) 

Create music to tell the story of the journey of 

the pirate ship. 

 Be able to name a wider range of musical 

instruments 

 Define crescendo, diminuendo, forte and piano 

 Explore a range of textures vocally, 

instrumentally and aurally 

 Develop the ability to internalise a steady pulse 

 Accurately pitch simple melodies 

 Begin to recognise and musically demonstrate  
 

 Internalise a steady pulse with accuracy 

 Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

Range of natural instruments used to create 

and perform music. (Forest School) 

Explore a range of instruments to complement 

songs from the Nativity. 

 Experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 

music  

 Choose appropriate instruments to create a 

musical idea 

 Explore a range of structures in their own work 

 Define and demonstrate accelerando and 

rallentando 

 Define canon/round and unison textures 

 Use simple changes in pitch to convey a 

simple story/image 

 Experience the use of music technology to 

capture, change and combine sounds 

 Begin to recognise and musically demonstrate 

awareness of a link between shape and pitch 

using graphic notations 
 



Core Value 
Links 

Joy & sense of Community when singing & performing together, 

PE Multisports 

use hitting, kicking and/or 
rolling in a game 
•decide the best space to 
be in during a game 
•use a tactic in a game 
•follow rules 
 

Games 

use hitting, kicking and/or 
rolling in a game 
•decide the best space to 
be in during a game 
•use a tactic in a game 
•follow rules 
 

Gymnastics 

plan and perform a 
sequence of movements 
•improve sequence based 
on feedback 
•think of more than one 
way to create a sequence 
which follows some ‘rules’ 

Dance 

change rhythm, speed, 
level and direction in 
dance 
•make a sequence by 
linking sections together 
•use dance to show a 
mood or feeling  

Games 

use hitting, kicking and/or 
rolling in a game 
•decide the best space to 
be in during a game 
•use a tactic in a game 
•follow rules 
 

Athletics 

use hitting, kicking and/or 
rolling in a game 
•decide the best space to 
be in during a game 
•use a tactic in a game 
•follow rules 
 

Core Value 
Links 

Perseverance & Courage – improving skills. Respect & Community – teamwork. 

PSHE Keeping/Staying Safe: 
Tying Shoelaces 
Staying Safe  
 
 
Additional areas to cover:  
Starting the new school 
year 
Rules, roles and 
responsibilities  
New core values  
Democracy (School 
Council and Mayoral 
elections) 
 
Key vocabulary: 
safe 
danger 
hazard 
shoelace 
tie 
knot  
 

Keeping/Staying Healthy: 
Brushing Teeth 
 
 
 
Additional areas to cover:  
Bonfire and firework 
safety  
As appropriate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key vocabulary: 
safe 
danger 
hazard 
teeth 
dentist 
molar 
canine 
incisor 
enamel  

Relationships: 
Friendships 
Hazard Watch: 
Is it safe to eat? 
 
Additional areas to cover:  
As appropriate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key vocabulary: 
safe 
danger 
hazard 
edible 
friendship  
 
 
 
 

Being Responsible: 
Water Spillage 
Money Matters: 
Introduction 
 
Additional areas to cover:  
As appropriate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key vocabulary: 
safe 
danger 
hazard 
spillage  
money 
budget 
spend 
save 

Feelings: 
Worry 
 
 
 
Additional areas to cover:  
As appropriate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key vocabulary: 
safe 
danger 
hazard 
worry 
anxious/anxiety 
share 
problem 
solution 

Computer Safety: 
Image Sharing 
 
 
 
Additional areas to cover:  
Transition to a new year 
group 
Safety over the holidays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key vocabulary: 
safe 
danger 
image 
online 
share 
block 
transition 
 

Core Value 
Links 

Respect, Trust - Rules & 
Responsibilities. Service, 
Friendship & Justice – 
Roles & positions of 
responsibility. 

 Friendship & Trust Respect & for our world & 
taking on our role in this 
as part of the community. 

How our values can help – 
Friendship, Compassion, 
Truthfulness & 
Forgiveness. 

Trust & Friendship – e-
safety - knowing who we 
can trust & real friends. 



Additional 
Unaided 
Writing 
(Cross- 
Curricular)  
 
 

Non-chronological report 
based on what makes us 
healthy  
(Science Link) 
 
Writing explanations & 
thoughts in RE 
(throughout the year) 

Non-chronological report 
– fact file on Kenya / 
African country. 
(Geography link) 

 Instructions – linked to 
directions. 
(Geography Link) 
 
Recount – school visit 
(History Link) 

  Non-chronological report 
– Significant individual. 
(History link) 
 
Recount – Seed Diary 
investigation 
(Science link) 

 


