
CURRICULUM LONG TERM OVERVIEW 2019-20 – YEAR 5 (For maths see separate overview) 

Year  ENGLISH UNITS ENGLISH UNITS ENGLISH UNITS ENGLISH UNITS ENGLISH UNITS ENGLISH UNITS 

5 

Autumn 1 

 weeks +  days 

Autumn 2 

 weeks 

Spring 1 

 weeks and  days  

Spring 2 

 weeks  

Summer 1 

 weeks and  days 

Summer 2 

weeks  

ENGLISH 
UNITS  
NB.  
1.The order 
that units 
should be 
taught is 
flexible  

Core Text – Weslandia 
by Paul Fleischman 
 
Narrative – PSHE links  
 
Non-Chron report about 
a  new, invented world 

Core Text - Jumanji 
 
Narrative – 
familiar/unfamiliar 
settings 
 
Explanation – Invent a 
machine for clearing up 
the mess created by the 
monkeys and explain 
how it works. 

Core Text – Leon and 
the Place Between by 
Grahame Baker Smith 
 
Narrative – imaginative 
setting 
 
Instructions (how to 
make a magic potion) 

Core Text – The Tear 
Thief by Carol Ann 
Duffy with Literacy 
Shed ‘The Dream 
Giver’ 
 
Narrative – ‘new’ 
traditional tale. 
 
Discussion – is stealing 
ever acceptable? 

Core Text – The Water 
Tower by Gary Crew  
 
Narrative – mystery and 
unfamiliar setting 
 
Recount – diary entry 

Core Text – The 
Giant’s Necklace by 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
Narrative – ghost story 
 
Recount -  Newspaper 
Report.   
 
 

RE  RE – What would 
Jesus do? Can we live 
by the values of Jesus 
in the 21st Century? 
Consider the extent to 
which Jesus’ values 
benefit today’s world. 
Explore Jesus teachings 
through some of his 
parables. 
Express what Jesus 
would do to address 
different dilemmas and 
decide whether or not it 
is worth aiming for his 
high demands. 

  RE – If God is 
everywhere, why go to 
a place of worship?  
Consider which places 
are special and what 
makes them sacred. 
Explore different places 
of worship including 
open air spaces and 
home.  
Explore different forms 
of worship 
Express whether or not 
religious buildings 
should be used to feed 
the starving. 
 

 RE – What matters 
most to Christians and 
Humanists Consider 
how we should care for 
others and the world, 
and why it matters? 
Explore what we can 
learn from Christianity 
and Humanism about 
right and wrong. 
Express how the 
messages from 
Christianity and 
humanism can help us 
to be good. 
 
 

 RE- What does it mean 
to be a Muslim in 
Britain today? 
Consider where do we 
belong? 
Explore what it means 
to belong to the Muslim 
community. 
Express what is good 
and what is challenging 
about being a teenage 
Muslim today. 



Science Earth and Space 
 
•Movement of the Earth 
and the planets 
•Movement of the Moon 
•Night and day 
 
 
 
•Know about and 
explain the movement 
of the Earth and other 
planets relative to the 
Sun 
•Know about and 
explain the movement 
of the Moon relative to 
the Earth 
•Know and demonstrate 
how night and day are 
created 
•Describe the Sun, 
Earth and Moon (using 
the term spherical)  
 
Key vocabulary 
Orbit, solar system, 
astronomical, planet, 
rotation, spherical, 
crescent moon, gibbous 
moon, eclipse and 
lunar. 

Properties and 
changes in materials 
 
•Compare properties of 
everyday materials 
•Soluble/ dissolving 
•Reversible and 
irreversible substances 
 
•Compare and group 
materials based on their 
properties (e.g. 
hardness, solubility, 
transparency, 
conductivity, [electrical 
& thermal], and 
response to magnets 
•Know and explain how 
a material dissolves to 
form a solution 
•Know and show how to 
recover a substance 
from a solution 
•Know and demonstrate 
how some materials can 
be separated (e.g. 
through filtering, sieving 
and evaporating) 
•Know and demonstrate 
that some changes are 
reversible and some are 
not 
•Know how some 
changes result in the 
formation of a new 
material and that this is 
usually irreversible 
 
Key vocabulary 
Solubility, conductivity, 
transparency, thermal 
evaporation, dissolve, 
bicarbonate of soda, 
thermal, filtering, 
melting and separate. 

 Forces 
 
•Gravity 
•Friction 
•Forces and motion of 
mechanical devices 
 
•Know what gravity is 
and its impact on our 
lives 
•Identify and know the 
effect of air and water 
resistance 
•Identify and know the 
effect of friction 
•Explain how levers, 
pulleys and gears allow 
a smaller force to have 
a greater effect 
 
Key vocabulary 
Friction, gravity, air 
resistance, water 
resistance, levers, 
pulleys, gears, 
parachute, Newton and 
Galileo. 

 

Animals, including 
humans 
 
•Changes as humans 
develop from birth to old 
age 
 
•Create a timeline to 
indicate stages of 
growth in humans 
 
Key vocabulary 
Puberty, gestation, 
precision, reproduction, 
teenager, obese, toddler 
and embryo. 

All living things and 
their habitats 
 
•Life cycles –plants and 
animals 
•Reproductive 
processes 
•Famous naturalists 
 
•Know the life cycle of 
different living things 
e.g. mammal, 
amphibian, insect and 
bird 
•Know the differences 
between different life 
cycles 
•Know the process of 
reproduction in plants 
•Know the process of 
reproduction in animals 
 
Key vocabulary 
Classification, 
reproduction, life cycle, 
amphibian, mammals. 



Science – 
Scientific 
Enquiry 

 Set up an investigation when it is appropriate e.g. finding out which materials dissolve or not 

 Able to present information related to scientific enquiries in a range of ways including using IT such as power-point and iMovie 

 Set up a fair test when needed e.g. which surfaces create most friction? 

 Use diagrams, as and when necessary, to support writing 

 Set up an enquiry based investigation e.g. find out what adults / children can do now that they couldn’t when a baby 

 Is evaluative when explaining findings from scientific enquiry 

 Know what the variables are in a given enquiry and can isolate each one when investigating e.g. finding out how effective parachutes are when made 
with different materials 

 Clear about what has been found out from recent enquiry and can relate this to other enquiries, where appropriate 

 Use all measurements as set out in Year 5 mathematics (measurement), including capacity and mass 

 Their explanations set out clearly why something has happened and its possible impact on other things 

 Use other scientific instruments as needed e.g. thermometer, rain gauge, spring scales (for measuring Newtons) 

 Able to give an example of something focused on when supporting a scientific theory e.g. how much easier it is to lift a heavy object using pulleys 

 Able to record data and present them in a range of ways including diagrams, labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs and bar and line graphs 

 Keep an on-going record of new scientific words that they have come across for the first time 

 Make predictions based on information gleaned from investigations 

 Able to relate causal relationships when, for example, studying life cycles 

 Create new investigations which take account of what has been learned previously 

 Frequently carry out research when investigating a scientific principle or theory 



History History 
Know about the impact 
that the Mayan 
civilization had on the 
world. 
Know why they were 
considered an 
advanced society in 
relation to that period of 
time in Europe. 
Key Vocabulary 
Glyphs, codices, 
Chichen Itza, cacao, 
ahau or ahaw, batab, 
Itzamna, huipil, Kin, 
Kukulcan and Uinal. 
 

  History  
Know how Britain 
changed between the 
end of the Roman 
occupation and 1066. 
Know about how the 
Anglo-Saxons 
attempted to bring about 
law and order to the 
country. 
Know that during the 
Anglo-Saxon period 
Britain was divided into 
many kingdoms. 
Know that the way the 
kingdoms were divided 
led to the creation of 
some of our county 
boundaries today. 
Use a time line to show 
when the Anglo-Saxons 
were in England. 
Key Vocabulary 
Archaeologist, Anglo-
Saxon kingdoms, 
shires, Shire reeve, 
thane, legacy, Wessex, 
Witan or witenagermot, 
wergild, churl and 
Mercia. 
 

  



Geograph
y 

 understand 
geographical similarities 
and differences through 
the study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region of South America 
(Mexico) 
The Lacandon Jungle 
Know key differences 
between living thing in 
the UK and in a country 
in either North or South 
America. 
 
Label layers of a 
rainforest and know 
what deforestation is. 
Know what is meant by 
biomes and what are 
the features of a specific 
biome. 
Know how to use 
graphs to record 
features such as 
temperature or rainfall 
across the world. 
 

  map skills  
Definition of human and 
physical feature 
What are Contour lines 

 How is land height 

shown on 

Ordnance Survey 

maps? 

 

 



Art  
 
 

Frida Kahlo 

Creating a self portrait in 
the style of Frida Kahlo. 
Children will use sketch 
books to explore 
techniques and create 
their own piece of art. 
 

 
*know how to express 
emotion in art 
 
*experiment by using 
marks and lines to 
produce texture 
 
*know how to use images 
created, scanned and 
found; altering them 
where necessary to create 
art 
 
*research the work of an 
artist and use their work 
to replicate a style. 
 
*experiment with shading 
to create mood and 
feeling 
 
*experiment with media 
to create emotion in art 

 
Key vocabulary 
Portrait 
Texture 
Shading 
Emotion 
Mood 
Tone 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  William Morris  
The work done in this unit 
will link to the science 
topic ‘Animals and their 
habitats’ 
 
 
*know how to organise 
line, tone, shape and 
colour to represent 
figures and forms in 
movement. 

 
 

•know how to create an 
accurate print design 
following given criteria.  
 

*know how to use shading 
to create mood and 
feeling 

 
Key vocabulary 
Tone 
Shape 
Figures 
Design 
Print 
Shading 
Habitats   



Computin
g 

Computing- 
Computer Science & 
Information Technology 
 
programming (using 
algorithms) through- Bee-
Bot App on the I-Pad. 
-use technology to control 
an external device. 
- develop a program that 
has specific variables 
identified. 
- combine sequences of 
instructions and 
procedures to turn devices 
on and off 
 
Computer processing skills 
(IT Suite) 
- analyse and evaluate 
information reaching a 
conclusion that helps with 
future developments. 
-understand how search 
results are selected and 
ranked. 
 
Key vocabulary 
Computer science, 
algorithm, coding, 
computational logic, 
debug, sequence, 
decomposition, repetition, 
selection, variable, 
compile 
Information technology, 
communication 
technology, data, input, 
internet, network, 
selection, World Wide 
Web, mouse, keyboard, 
icon, software, operating 
system 
 

Computing 
Digital Literacy 
 
E-safety- digital footprint. 
-understand that they 
have to make choices 
when using technology 
and that not everything is 
true and/or safe. 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Anti-virus, Acceptable Use 
Policy, avatar, blog, 
browser, chat, computer, 
cookie, Copyright Law, 
cyberbullying, data, digital 
citizenship, hacker, 
password, personal 
information, privacy, 
social media. 

Computing 
Computer Science & 
Information Technology 
 
Computer processing skills 
(IT Suite) 
- analyse and evaluate 
information reaching a 
conclusion that helps with 
future developments. 
-understand how search 
results are selected and 
ranked. 
 
programming (using 
algorithms) Scratch & 
other programming games 
in the Computer suite 
-use technology to control 
an external device. 
- develop a program that 
has specific variables 
identified. 
- combine sequences of 
instructions and 
procedures to turn devices 
on and off 
 
Key vocabulary 
Computer science, 
algorithm, coding, 
computational logic, 
debug, sequence, 
decomposition, repetition, 
selection, variable, 
compile 
Information technology, 
communication 
technology, data, input, 
internet, network, 
selection, World Wide 
Web, mouse, keyboard, 
icon, software, operating 
system 
 

Computing  
Information Technology 
 
Computer processing skills 
(IT Suite)- showcase 
learning from-History. 
- analyse and evaluate 
information reaching a 
conclusion that helps with 
future developments. 
-understand how search 
results are selected and 
ranked. 
 
Key vocabulary 
Information technology, 
communication 
technology, data, input, 
internet, network, 
selection, World Wide 
Web, mouse, keyboard, 
icon, software, operating 
system 
 

Computing  
Information Technology 
 
Computer processing skills 
(IT Suite)- showcase 
learning from-
Geography/Science. 
- analyse and evaluate 
information reaching a 
conclusion that helps with 
future developments. 
-understand how search 
results are selected and 
ranked. 
 
Key vocabulary 
Information technology, 
communication 
technology, data, input, 
internet, network, 
selection, World Wide 
Web, mouse, keyboard, 
icon, software, operating 
system 
 

Computing  
Information Technology 
 
Computer processing skills 
(IT Suite)- showcase 
learning from-Science. 
- analyse and evaluate 
information reaching a 
conclusion that helps with 
future developments. 
-understand how search 
results are selected and 
ranked. 
 
Key vocabulary 
Information technology, 
communication 
technology, data, input, 
internet, network, 
selection, World Wide 
Web, mouse, keyboard, 
icon, software, operating 
system 
 



D&T Food – celebrating 
culture and 
seasonality 

  
 
 

Mechanical systems 
pulleys or Gears 

Mechanical Systems 
Cams 

 

Music - Maintain the pulse when performing  

- Play and maintain a complex rhythmic 

accompaniment 

- Recognise rhythmic patterns using crotchets, 

quavers, semiquavers, triplets and minims 

- Sing with appropriate vocal range  

- Play and perform a solo and as part of an 

ensemble with increasing accuracy, fluency 

and expression 

- Begin to understand notes on the stave 

- Perform a sung/played improvisation within a 

given structure 

- Improvise within given/chosen parameters 

- Combine several layers of sound with 

awareness of the combined effect 

- Play or sing a complex melody and maintain it 

as part of a multi-layered ensemble piece 

- Confidently use appropriate tempi/timbre when 

performing 

- Evaluate and make improvements to their work 

commenting on intended effect using 

appropriate vocabulary 

- Appreciate and understand music from a 

breadth of genres 

- Recognise and create rhythmic patterns and 

accompaniments using crotchets, quavers, 

semiquavers, triplets and minims 

- Sing with appropriate vocal range, control of 

breathing and clear diction 

- Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory 

- Appreciate and understand music from a 

breadth of genres 

- Evaluate and make improvements to their work 

commenting on intended effect using 

appropriate vocabulary 

- Confidently and appropriately make use of 

different timbres when performing 

- Perform using a range of structures and 

identify these aurally 

- Confidently and appropriately make use of 

tempi when composing 

- Recognise and describe how pitch changes 

can be used to convey a character story or 

image 

- Recognise and create longer rhythmic patterns 

and accompaniments using crotchets, quavers, 

semiquavers, triplets and minims 

- Sing with appropriate vocal range, control of 

breathing and clear diction and communicating 

an awareness of style 

- Be able to follow a notated melody line as an 

aid to a vocal performance 

- Be able to combine layers using Music 

Technology e.g. Audacity, Charanga 

- Appreciate and understand music from a 

breadth of genres 

- Evaluate and make improvements to their work 

commenting on intended effect using 

appropriate vocabulary 

- Maintain an independent part in a group or as 

a soloist when singing or playing (e.g. part 

singing, instrumental solo) showing an 

awareness of how parts fit together 

- Confidently and appropriately make use of 

different timbres when composing 

- Compose using a range of structures and 

identify these aurally 



PE Tag rugby 

•gain possession by 
working a team and pass 
in different ways 
•choose a specific tactic 
for defending and 
attacking 
•use a number of 
techniques to pass, 
dribble and shoot 
   
 

Hockey/Basketball/ 
Volleyball 

•gain possession by 
working a team and pass 
in different ways 
•choose a specific tactic 
for defending and 
attacking 
•use a number of 
techniques to pass, 
dribble and shoot 
 

Gymnastics 

•make complex extended 
sequences 
•combine action, balance 
and shape 
•perform consistently to 
different audiences 
•pick up on something a 
partner does well and also 
on something that can be 
improved 
•know why own 
performance was better 
or not as good as their last 
 
 
Outdoor and adventurous 
activities 
•follow a map into an 
unknown location 
•use clues and a compass 
to navigate a route 
•change route to 
overcome a problem 
•use new information to 
change route 
 

Dance 

•compose own dances in 
a creative way 
•perform dance to an 
accompaniment 
•dance shows clarity, 
fluency, accuracy and 
consistency 
•pick up on something a 
partner does well and also 
on something that can be 
improved 
•know why own 
performance was better 
or not as good as their last 
 
Outdoor and adventurous 
activities 
•follow a map into an 
unknown location 
•use clues and a compass 
to navigate a route 
•change route to 
overcome a problem 
•use new information to 
change route 
 

Cricket/Rounders 

•gain possession by 
working a team and pass 
in different ways 
•choose a specific tactic 
for defending and 
attacking 
•use a number of 
techniques to pass, 
dribble and shoot 
 

Athletics 

•controlled when taking 
off and landing 
•throw with increasing 
accuracy 
•combine running and 
jumping 
 



PSHE Keeping/Staying Safe: 
Peer Pressure 
Adults’ Views 
Children’s Views 
 
 
Additional areas to 
cover:  
Starting the new school 
year 
Rules, roles and 
responsibilities  
New core values  
Democracy (School 
Council and Mayoral 
elections) 
 
Key vocabulary: 
peer pressure 
influence 
democracy 
election 
role 
responsibility 
 
 
 

Keeping/Staying 
Healthy: 
Smoking 
Adults’ Views 
Children’s Views  
 
Additional areas to 
cover:  
Bonfire and firework 
safety  
As appropriate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key vocabulary: 
addiction 
tobacco 
nicotine 
disease  
passive smoking 
 

Being Responsible: 
Looking out for others 
Adults’ Views 
Children’s Views 
 
Feelings and 
Emotions: 
Anger 
Adults’ Views 
Children’s Views 
 
 
Additional areas to 
cover:  
As appropriate 
 
 
Key vocabulary: 
responsible 
bully 
anger 
emotion 
mental health 
 

Growing and 
Changing (RSE): 
Puberty 
Adults’ Views 
Children’s Views 
 
Additional areas to 
cover:  
As appropriate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key vocabulary: 
genitals 
puberty 
physical  
emotional 
hormone 
menstrual 
sanitary 
urethra 
testicles 
penis 
sperm 
wet dream 
ovary 
vagina 
vulva  
breasts 
 

Computer Safety: 
Image Sharing 
Adults’ Views 
Children’s Views 
 
A World Without 
Judgement: 
Inclusion and 
Acceptance 
Adult’s Views 
Children’s Views 
 
Additional areas to 
cover:  
As appropriate 
 
 
Key vocabulary: 
inclusion 
acceptance 
judgement 
LGBTQ 
homosexual 
 

The Working World: 
Enterprise 
Adults’ Views 
Children’s Views 
 
Additional areas to 
cover:  
Transition to a new year 
group 
Safety over the holidays 
As appropriate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key vocabulary: 
enterprise 
transition 
business 



Spanish 
(KS2) 

Greet someone 
Know how to pronounce 
vowels 
Count numbers 1-10 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Hola, Buenos dias, adios, 
hasta luego, ¿Cómo estas? 
(Muy) bien, regular, mal. 
Uno, dos, tres, cuatro, 
cinco, seis, siete, ocho, 
nueve, diez. ¿Cuántos 
años tienes? 

Name pencil case items 
Begin to have an 
awareness of noun gender 
Christmas traditions 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
¿Que es? En mi estuche, 
tengo, un lápiz, un 
bolígrafo (boli), un lápiz de 
memoria, un bote de 
pegamento, un 
sacapuntas, una goma, 
una regla, unos 
rotuladores, unas tijeras. 
Feliz Navidad.   

Understand classroom 
instructions 
Learn names of animals 
(plural nouns) 
Continue awareness of 
noun gender 
Begin to understand 
noun/adjective gender 
agreement 
Learn names of colours 
Understand a simple 
spoken text 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
¡Silencio! 
¡Sacad un bolígrafo! 
¡Un voluntario! 
¡Abrid los cuadernos! 
¡Mirad! 
¡Brazos cruzados! 
¡Entregad los cuadernos! 
¡Escuchad! 
¡Escribid! 
un gato, un perro, un pez, 
un oso, un pájaro, un 
pato, un caballo, una rana, 
una oveja,  
rojo, amarillo, negro, rosa, 
blanco, marron, azul, 
verde, gris, morado, 
naranja. 
 

Continue to revise colours 
and animals 
Join in with rhymes and 
songs 
Listen attentively to 
spoken texts with familiar 
and unfamiliar language 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
un gato, un perro, un pez, 
un oso, un pájaro, un 
pato, un caballo, una rana, 
una oveja,  
rojo, amarillo, negro, rosa, 
blanco, marron, azul, 
verde, gris, morado, 
naranja. 
 

Read a familiar text in 
Spanish (The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar) 
Learn names of fruits and 
days of the week through 
the story 
Continue awareness of 
noun gender  
Continue to understand 
noun/adjective gender 
agreement 
 
Key vocabulary: 
lunes, martes, miércoles, 
jueves, viernes, sábado, 
domingo. 
una manzana, una pera, 
una ciruela, una fresa, una 
naranja. 
 

Learn foods you might 
order in a café. 
Take part in a simple café 
role play ordering food. 
 
Key vocabulary: 
una ensalada, una 
hamburguesa, una 
limonada, una fruta, unas 
patatas fritas, un perrito 
caliente, un helado, un 
zumo, un bocadillo 
¿Qué quieres? 
Quiero un / una… 
Por favor  
Gracias  
De nada  
 

Additional 

Unaided 

Writing 

(Cross- 

Curricular

)  

 

 

Mayan non-

chronological 

report/fact file – 

subheadings and 

bullet points 

opportunity.  

(History link) 

Biography – Frida 

Kahlo (Art link) 

Instructions – Tortillas 

(D&T link) 

Recount - Letter home 

about journey across 

the sea. 

(History link) 

Persuasion – Write a 

leaflet to advertise 

visiting the local area. 

As part of a helicopter 

ride. 

(Geography link) 

Non-chron report 

about life cycle of an 

animal 

(Science link)  

 


