
 

What will a child experience at 

Rosehill Forest School? 

 

The sessions will focus on core skills and 

safety. Activities will increase week on week 

and may include the following: games, 

storytelling, natural art activities, use of tools 

(if skills and behaviour indicates secured), 

exploring, nature watching and bug hunting, 

climbing, rolling, practical woodland skills (e.g.  

Willow weaving), building dens, sculptures, time 

to be quiet, reflect or talk, develop the ability 

to observe silently – to look and hear what’s 

happening around them. 

These sessions are planned, but sessions are 

child led, so plans will be adhered to or 

changed depending on a child’s/children’s 

interests or needs. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

LITERACY - Children will have the opportunity 

to extend their vocabulary and will be 

encouraged to use descriptive vocabulary, 

enabling them to confidently describe woodland 

objects, plants and their surrounding 

environment through sensory games. All 

sessions give way to speaking and listening. Key 

literacy skills such as exciting vocabulary and 

the relationship between letters and sounds will 

be explored - which then permeates all areas 

of learning, This is promoted through 

storytelling, poetry, singing, mark making in the 

mud, making homes for fairies/wildlife and 

other craft activities and games. Children are 

encouraged to talk and share their ideas about 

how we can help to look after our community 

and the planet. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

MATHS – Children are able to measure lengths, 

widths, volume and distances of resources from 

in and around the environment. Children will 

be able to consolidate 3D shapes when making 

sculptures, dens, swings, slides. Children will 

use all four operations and conversions of 

fractions, decimals and percentages through 

games, collection of resources and activities - 

plus amounts needed for activities. Children 

will use direction, map reading skills, spacial 

awareness and problem solving skills when 

faced with a dilemma. Children have to ‘figure 

it out for themselves’, independently or through 

group work, encouraging resilience and 

perseverance. 

 

 

 



 

 

SCIENCE – Children will have the opportunity to 

look at different habitats in and around the 

school grounds .This opens up opportunities for 

discussion and further a child’s knowledge and 

vocabulary when identifying vertebrates and 

invertebrates. Children will be able to see how 

vertebrates and invertebrates are grouped: 

birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles and fish. 

We will be consolidating this learning by finding 

examples of each and learning more about the 

animals that live in our immediate environment. 

Children will also have the opportunity to 

identify and work with different materials and 

will be able to consider these and their 

properties when we start to develop our forest 

school area. The development of the ‘bee 

garden’ and ‘butterfly garden’ and ‘vegetable 

patches’, will support learning of life cycles and 

the importance of bio diversity. Textures, soils 

and amounts will be given the opportunity to be 

explored, as we develop our mud kitchen. 



ART and DT – The Forest Schools curriculum gives 

all children the opportunity to cut wood and shape 

it safely, using a range of tools. They will learn 

how to use a palm drill, peeler, sheath knife, 

loppers, axe, billhook and bow saw. They will also 

learn how to lash pieces of wood together and 

how and why we tie different knots. These skills 

will be taught through making shelters, which 

protect us from the weather elements, whittling 

tent pegs to keep the shelter secure, making 

mallets to hammer the tent pegs and knot tying to 

secure the shelter around the tree. Children will 

have to identify appropriate space considering 

weather, soil and distance, thinking of 

practicability and less damage caused to the 

environment. Children will also learn how to tie 

knots that can be used to create natural mobiles, 

ladders, nets and hammocks. Through different 

activities children’s awareness of colour change 

around the forest will develop and the reasons 

why this happens. Children will have the 

opportunity to make art work and music, using 

natural materials and natural made paint, and 

learn what is safe to use and not. 



PSHE – Children will have the opportunity to 

develop a greater understanding of the world 

around them and help foster a deeper bond with 

nature and consider how much joy it brings us.  

This should promote compassion and empathy and 

in turn should earn the respect and understanding 

from the children to look after our community and 

our planet. In developing the school grounds and 

woodland area, we will consider all children and 

all needs and how we can create spaces that 

provide experiences for multiple senses. In 

addition, the infrastructure and design will be 

improved, so that every child can have positive 

learning experiences. We will seek feedback from 

children and make improvements where needed  

Children are given the chance to understand who 

they are as a human being and how they fit 

within a group as well as beimg a unique person.  

Forest school will give opportunities for every child 

to achieve and succeed, and offer time for 

reflection, share a thought for others, themselves 

and the world around them considering all of our 

British values.  


